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Consumerism
We went to Portsmith Waste Transfer Station in Cairns to see where our 
household waste ends up. 80% of Cairns waste is trucked to Mareeba for 
land fill and the other ��� 
is put in the Bedminster 
machine at the Portsmith 
Transfer station, with 10% 
of it being human waste 
from the Sewage Treatment 
plant, which is used as an 
inoculant and then turns 
into compost. 

We are very fortunate to 
have the infrastructure in 
this country that supports 
our consumerist behaviour. 
Some countries, like Papua 
New Guinea, are not so lucky and their dump is the local river. 

SITA now contract the Bedminster plant from the Cairns Regional 
Council. They are Australia’s 
leading specialist in resource 
recovery, recycling and waste 
management and their aim 
is to make it easy to put our 
waste to good use. The\ find 
solutions to collect, recover 
and recycle waste into valuable 
resources instead of landfill� to 
help protect our environment. 
It’s actually big business! 
What can we do as consumers 

to minimize the impact we have on our planet? Minimize consumption, grow 
our own food, buy in bulk, reduce, reuse and recycle.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Neolitsea dealbata (White Bolly Gum) Lauraceae

Attractive small 
rain  forest shrub 
or tree for a shady 
position grows up to 
�� P high. &oPPon 
understorey species 
found in warmer types 
of rainforest and in 
ecotone with eucalypt 
forest (an ecotone 
is a transition zone 
between different 
environments).  Fruits 
are commonly eaten 
by Cassowaries and 
Fruit Pigeons. 

If you would like to come in and check out our great selection of 
native plants don’t hesitate to drop in for a chat. Our trees are all a 
�� donation. If an\one would like to get involved� the nurser\ is open 
Mondays and Thursdays 9- 1.00pm and Saturdays 10.00-noon and 
by appointment. Saturday morning plantings continue from 8.00 am. 
Meet at the nursery. Email info@envirocare.org.au for reminder or call 
Sylvia on 0409 647 714.

Date Claimers
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Tropics Regional Plan. Kuranda Recreation Centre, Fallon Road at 7:00pm
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Donate now and help us care for tree roos today

www.treeroorescue.org.au 

Visit us on 

Tree Roo Rescue
and Conservation Centre Ltd
We are a non-profit organisation that rescues and rehabilitates, 
orphaned, injured or displaced tree kangaroos.

Unfortunately an increasing number of Lumholtz tree kangaroos are 
being killed by dogs and hit by cars each year.

Please donate to us and the money will go directly towards treating and 
caring for these beautiful animals.

If you find an injured tree kangaroo
please ring us on 0427 790 694

Give a gift that keeps growing, through our local Grow Project.
www.envirocare.org.au                     www.facebook.com/Kuranda Envirocare/info
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FNQ Wildlife Rescue Assoc. Inc.
(Established 1994)

Caring for the region’s native wildlife.
Wildlife carers are all volunteers.

Tax deductible donations appreciated.
New members welcome.

Tel: 07 4053 4467 (24 hrs) Email: fnqwr@bigpond.com


